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Earth Homing: Reinventing Turf Houses
Public Program
8 August – 9 September, 2018
Grótta Island, Seltjarnarnes, Reykjavík
“Earth Homing” asks how can we contribute to a new ecological definition of ‘home’? Parallel to the
exhibition a series of talks will further investigate future implications of how artistic and architectural
production can redefine national identity and cultural value. How can Iceland’s ‘exotic’ national
identity allow for a reinvention of sorts? What can be learned from this architecture which dominated
all of Icelandic history until its eradication at the beginning of the 20th century? “Earth Homing”
bridges different disciplines to allow for creativity to be the driving force for an ecological and ethical
future.

16.08.18 / 3.30pm, Hrólfur Karl Cela (Basalt Architects), Albertsbúð
Earth Homing Architecture
21.08.18 / 6:00pm, Sigurjón B. Hafsteinsson (University of Iceland), Raðagerði
Turfhouses and (Post)Colonialism.
Sigurjón Baldur Hafsteinsson is a professor at the University of Iceland. His latest books are
"Phallological Museum" (2013) and "Death and Governmentality: Neo-liberalism, Grief and
the Nation-form" (2018, co-authored with Arnar Árnason).
23.08.18 / 8:00pm, Sigrún Davíðsdóttir (RÚV), Veitingasala Nesklúbbsins
The Reykjavík housing market – from the Reykjavík of Dieter Roth to a continuous
crisis in a small, open economy
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Sigrún Davíðsdóttir is an Icelandic journalist, living in London. She has covered the 2008
financial crisis, both in Iceland and elsewhere, extensively on her blog, uti.is. In 2011, she
published a thriller in Icelandic, "Samhengi hlutanna", related to the crisis.
31.08.18 / 2.30pm Kristín Loftsdóttir (University of Iceland), Fræðasetur
Don’t be Fooled by Iceland: Nation-Branding and Racialization
Kristín Loftsdóttir is a Professor of Anthropology at the University of Iceland. She finished
her PhD from University of Arizona in 2000. Her research focuses on postcolonialism,
whiteness, gender, racial identity, mobility and crisis, specializing in Iceland and Europe. She
has also conducted research on migrant work of indigenous community in Niger in West
Africa and irregular migrants in Brussels. Loftsdóttir is co-organizer of the project "Mobilities
and Transnational Iceland" that received grant of Excellence by RANNÍS – Icelandic Centre
for Research in 2016-2018.
06.09.18 / 8:30pm Ann-Sofie Nielsen Gremaud (University of Iceland) Fræðasetur
Ambivalent homecoming. Turf Houses and Iceland’s place in the World
Ann-Sofie Nielsen Gremaud is a Danish/Swiss cultural historian who has specialized in the
cross-cultural field of Icelandic-Danish history. Gremaud holds a PhD and in her thesis, she
introduced a crypto-colonial perspective in the analysis of Icelandic visual culture. She has
published on contemporary art, Danish colonial history and the Anthropocene. Gremaud is
affiliated with the Department of Danish at the University of Iceland and a part of the
international research project "Denmark and the New North Atlantic".
More speakers to be announced.
The public program is curated by Annabelle von Girsewald.
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